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Contact: Teri Rizvi 
HELPS FOUND AN ASSOCIATION FOR CATHOLIC STUDENTS 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Abortion. Academic freedom. AIDS. 
You don't have to travel very far down the alphabet to find 
issues that concern college students on Catholic campuses. 
That's why Kristi Kerscher, a University of Dayton senior 
political science major from Toledo, helped found and is now the 
president of the National Association of students at Catholic 
Colleges and Universities (NASCCU). 
In 1989, Kerscher and nine students from the University of 
Notre Dame, John Carroll University, the University of San 
Francisco, Spring Hill College and the College of Saint Thomas 
got together to talk about filling a national void. 
"While student empowerment groups like the United states 
Students Association and the American Association of University 
students are good organizations, they didn't seem to be meeting 
the needs Catholic schools have," Kerscher says. "For instance, 
the Catholic church is struggling with how to minister to AIDS 
patients and how to protect people against the disease. Within 
the church, we have issues of contraception and sexuality. At a 
state school like Ohio State University, students can get condoms 
out of vending machines. It's not the same issue." 
The students convinced their peers from 42 of the nation's 
more than 250 Catholic colleges and universities to attend a 
national conference in February at the University of Notre Dame. 
In light of the controversy last year over a vatican document 
that some educators feared would hurt the "independent" nature of 
Catholic higher education, the group focused its attention on 
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academic freedom and issued a formal statement -- gaining recog-
nition from the Catholic church, university administrators and 
the national media. During the weekend of Nov. 16, Kerscher is 
traveling to the Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C., to meet with NASCCU's executive board to plan this year's 
national conference, which will be at the University of Dayton 
Feb. 8-10. The focus: AIDS education on Catholic campuses. 
"AIDS is becoming a growing problem. We wanted a topic that 
was relevant and important for society," Kerscher says. "At the 
University of Dayton, we have an AIDS information series each 
year. Some Catholic schools won't even touch this topic. The 
conference offers an opportunity to learn from each other." 
The Rev. Rodney DeMartini, S.M., director of AIDS education 
for the archdiocese of San Francisco, has been lined up as one of 
the keynote speakers. AIDS won't be the only focus of the 
conference, however. 
discuss such issues 
federal funding. 
In small-group sessions, students will also 
as volunteerism, diversity, and tuition and 
"A lot of members of the media want to pJ.n a label on 
NASCCU. They're liberal. They're conservative," says Kerscher. 
"We're simply an organization dedicated to educating and 
empowering students at Catholic colleges and universities to take 
action on issues that affect them." 
Upon graduation in April, Kerscher plans to devote a year to 
service -- either with the Marianist Volunteer Communities or the 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps -- before pursuing a master's degree in 
political journalism. "When I started college, it was to get an 
education and get a job, but NASCCU has prompted me to consider 
what I want out of a Catholic education," Kerscher says. "I've 
learned about the importance of serving and giving to others and 
how this fits into the tradition of the Catholic faith. It's made 
me think, 'How am I going to exercJ.se that when I get out of 
school?'" 
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For media interviews, contact Kristi Kerscher at (513) 223-9929. 
